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Fortunately for Europe the death of the great Khan Ugedey in December 1241, and the dissen
sions between the Mongol leaders in the West, Batu and Guyuk and Buri, caused the with-

drawal of the Mongol armies, at least as far as Russia, in 1242.
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I1. The Mission of John of Plano Carpini (1245—7)
This was recognized by the new pope, Innocent IV, and the first of the missions described in this
volume was despatched by him in 1245 to avert the threatened danger.
for this purpose he chose two Franciscans, Lawrence of Portugal and John of Plano Carpini
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